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 The holidays are over and the kids are home 

 

One 12-passenger vehicle + 3 days + 1,324 kilometers and one 

flat tire, loud music and chatter means the kids are home.   

        
 

Each day we got an early start from COZV to head out to the 

western Caprivi.  We were blessed with good weather on both 

days – only a little rain but none during actual stops to pick up 

the kids.  We did see a few elephants, many baboons, and 

warthogs.  On the first day we also went to the eastern Caprivi 

to pick up some kids.  On the third day we picked up several 

of the local/close by children. 

 

Old Traditions new places 

 

This year we celebrated Christmas with our New African family 

(really our third Christmas celebration here) on Epiphany Jan 9.  

On Sunday morning January 9 the message was entitled ‘We 

Three Kings’ and focused on the search of the wise men for 

the King of the Jews.   This, of course, included a discussion of 

the gift giving tradition.  Once the service was complete the 

children were dismissed to their rooms while the main hall was 

prepared for the visit from Mr. and Mrs. Clause for gift giving.    

      
A special THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to make it 

a wonderful Christmas celebration for the children.  After the 

gifts were opened it was time for a tasty African Christmas 

lunch. 

 

New kindergarten class 

 

Based on the number of preschoolers we have there was a 

need to start a kindergarten class this year but there was no 

teacher for the class.  Well God answers our need before we 

ask – over a year ago a young lady applied to be a volunteer 

at COZV but wanted to wait until she finished school.  Well on 

Jan 4th Lena Tomazsewski arrived.  Our new volunteer has 

extensive mission field experience and is a trained teacher.  

Now our students have a teacher for the next 6 months.  Praise 

God!                  

 

 

Five go away to school 

 

Five of our children are attending school outside of our 

village.  One attends a school for the deaf in Windhoek.  

The other 4 are attending school for 10th and 11th grade 

which our school is not certified to teach.  Since we are still 

in the learning phase it took us several trips to determine 

the right uniforms and things that are needed to go and 

stay in a hostel.    We are proud of our kids for getting to 

this level of education and pray that they continue.   

   
 

COZV Sports Day 

 

On January 22 the COZV Mission School kicked off the 

sports year with a Sport Day at the Katima sports complex.  

Because we were limited to using only the 4x4 bakkie we 

made three trips to get all of our competitors, food and 

beverages to the sports field.  The races were exciting to 

watch.  The field events were cut short by rain.  But 

everyone had a good day despite a few injuries and tired 

bodies. 

   
 

Reliable Toyota 4x4 bakkie 

 

Because of the threat of high water and the increasing 

difficult roads to drive on we have moved our Quantum 

(12 passenger vehicle) to a safer location.  This means that 

our old trustworthy 4x4 bakkie is getting a workout.  We are 

using it to transport staff to the tar road twice a day.  The 

security guards that normally ride in cannot come down 

our mud road.  The guards are staying on our property 24 

hours a day.  Patrolling at night and sleeping during the 

day.  We are picking up food from the caterer twice a 

week since the caterer cannot drive down the road.  In 

addition, there are routine hospital runs, grocery shopping 

runs, bush poles, reeds, sports day and misc. errands.   
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Praises  

  

Shipped goods 

 

1 semi-truck, 1 tractor, 1 tree and stuck in one big mud 

hole leads to delivery of shipped goods and lots of 

fellowship.  On Jan 30 the truck arrived, and while 

entering the property, the truck got stuck.   The children 

had many questions about the strange truck that was 

stuck on our property.  What were these people doing 

here?  Surely they were lost!  Once we explained they 

were delivering our goods the questions quickly changed 

to – Can we look in side?  Is there food in there?  What is 

inside for us?   

     
 

The container on the back of the truck was maneuvered 

by robotic arms.  The driver, Joshua, allowed Milinga the 

pleasure of lifting the container back on the truck.  It was 

the highlight of the day.  We had the opportunity to 

minister to the drivers and they ministered to us as well.  

God is GOOD, ALWAYS!!!! 

 

    
 

Flood threats 

 

The waters of the Zambezi and other rivers in the area are 

rising at a fast rate.  The water levels are twice as high as 

this time last year.  It is amazing to watch the daily 

change in the river.  We are starting to take steps to 

prepare for the coming floods.  We have purchased 300 

bags for sand, we are sure we will need MANY more.   We 

were invited by the new governor to a meeting of the 

regional council committee responsible for flood planning. 

The council has lots of experience in dealing with flooding.  

At this point we need to identify a viable location so that 

the government can assist us with all the logistics – water, 

power, tents, sanitation, transportation, etc.   We continue 

to pray that the waters will not force us to move but if it 

does we trust that the plan God has will be more than 

sufficient for our needs.  

 

When we arrived, 

lots of sand. 

Now, no sand to 

be seen 

Always 

beautiful! 
 

       
 

Guards! 

 

1 dog, 2 Pups, 5 cats, 3 kittens, 1 lizard… just to mention a 

few.    

   
 

For details on these exciting adventures be sure to visit our 

blog and photo gallery.  On the home page of our website 

www.tlcinhisservice.org click on the Read Our Blog tab and 

photo gallery tab. 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to those of you that have made a monthly pledge or provided a one-time donation through The Mission Society 

to our ministry #538. 

 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 

easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God.     Hebrews 12: 1, 2   

 

                    


