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The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 

day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be 

preached in His name to ALL nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem.  Luke 24:46, 47 

 

We serve a risen Lord and Savior.   

 

It was a beautiful and glorious Easter Sunday at Children 

of Zion Village.  Travis delivered the message and the 

small children emphasized it with a live, in costume skit.  

The tomb was empty!  Jesus has Risen!!  

 

   
 

The day continued with a wonderful African braai out by 

the river followed by a chocolate Easter Egg treat.  There 

seemed to be a lot of pink fashioned by the girls and this 

was without planning.  Was pink your Easter outfit color 

this year?  Even the twin babies had a good day but 

they stayed with their traditional milk even though we 

wanted to make it chocolate☺  

 

 
 

On the evening of 14 April we had another edition the 

Zion Talent Show. Ballet, traditional dancing, singing, chin 

choir, poems, scripture memorization and FUN!!  Once 

again all the performers and the MC did well. Everyone 

received a prize for their participation.  Fun was had by 

everyone! 

 

 
 

 
 

Sports 

For several weeks this month we transported children to 

town for several hours in the evenings for local trials for under 

17 basketball tryouts. Zion is normally the strong basketball 

participate for the Caprivi Region because we have a court 

and our children enjoy playing.  But most of our basketball 

players are now attending government schools.  We did 

have 4 children that were selected to be a part of the team 

to represent the Caprivi. The Caprivi unlike other regions 

does not have regular basketball leagues where the 

children can play often.  That means that the only time the 

Caprivi players are together is the week or 2 before 

competition with other regions.  The result is that seldom are 

Caprivi players selected to be part of the regional or 

national teams. 

 

 
  

Two of our children were selected to participate in the 

Newspaper Cup this year.  Several of our soccer players that 

participated last year are now too old. 

 

The Zion girls had a strong showing in the Caprivi team with 8 

girls selected to compete in the under 17 soccer trials. 3 of 

our boys were selected to compete.  One boy has been 

invited to compete for the national team.  The same boy 

achieved 38 out of 44 academic points at school – his first 

term schooling away from ZION!  Congratulations and way 

to go Jacob!!! 
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classrooms were cleaned and locked and children were 

dismissed for the month long school holiday. 

 

 

Once all schools were closed for the holiday we started the 

process of transporting our children for visits with relatives for 

the month. The local children were transported on Friday. 

Saturday was a drive out to the Western Caprivi with a large 

group of children. This is the longest trip taking us from 7am to 

7pm with a long and boring drive.  Since some children were 

participating in the soccer trials we had to arrange transport 

for those children on Tuesday, the two more on Wednesday. If 

only Scottie were here to beam them to their variety of 

locations. 

 

The babies continue to grow and are staying at Zion even 

over the long holiday.  God has held them in His hand as they 

continue to thrive.  The girls love to help with their care but we 

have to be careful because sometimes they want to help too 

much! 

               
 

Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; 

and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.  

For he who is least among you all – he is the greatest.   

Luke 9:48 

 

There have been an increased number of snakes on the 

property. They seem to be fleeing the rising flood waters of 

the Zambezi River. Two of the snakes were killed – apologies 

to all you snake lovers but we were just protecting the 

children. The snakes have been seen in classrooms, on roofs, 

in trees, just fallen out of trees, under trees with squirrels fussing 

at them. There was even a sighting of a large python at the 

main gate to our property. Now that the river level seems to 

be decreasing slightly we hope the snakes return to 

somewhere that is not Zion property.   

                 
I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  I have given you 

authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to 

overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.  

Luke 10:18, 19 

 

School 

This has been a very busy period for our normally quiet 

Zion Mission School 

 

The Zion Mission School was visited by the President of 

ACE Namibia. She attended our Monday morning 

assembly and even presented our principle with a 

certificate for his recently completed training. She 

assessed each of our classes for compliance with ACE 

standards. She met with the school staff to encourage 

them and share the findings from her visit. Our overall 

evaluation was good and of course there are some 

changes we can make.  

   

 
 

This year ACE will be celebrating 25 years in Namibia. 

ACE is recording ACE learners all across Namibia reading 

the Psalm. Each child is given 2 to 3 word to read. It 

should be an excellent montage when presented at the 

ACE Educators Conference in June – pray we manage to 

get our school staff and directors to attend. 

 

The Zion Mission School continues the process to become 

registered as a private school in Namibia. We received a 

short notice that we would be visited by the 

representatives from the Ministry of Education to address 

some concerns with our application.  We were warned 

that the leader of the team was very strict and all 

business.  We had a morning of tough questions and 

inspections, and, things seemed to be favorable. The 

afternoon was spent with the local Zion school board. 

While we have a lot of homework to do the overall 

assessment is that approval of our application would be 

recommended at the next Ministry of Education meeting 

in July.  Please pray for this end.  

 

The last day of school for government schools was 25 

April. Our Zion children performed well at government 

schools during this recently completed term. There are 21 

children attending government schools.  The majority of 

our learners are performing very well.  Several are at the 

top of their class.  The picture includes only a few of the 

total.   

 

 

The last day of school for Zion was 27 April. We had our 

traditional closing assembly with the directors (us) leading 

the devotion and passing out the school reports to each 

learner.  The children were looking quite smart in their 

new school sweater thanks to the MTC donation!!  The 
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And speaking of flood waters… 

Just when we thought there would be no flood, the river 

started to rise very quickly. In about a week the water 

went from its normal level to starting to escape it banks. 

Somehow the waters seemed to push in from behind us. 

We discovered it while out for one of our walks with the 

children after Sunday service. The waters continued to 

rise, breaking through one part of the road, soaking 

through the bottom of our small bridge (which required 

several loads of dirt to keep it usable) and completing 

covering one section of road. Many are predicting the 

flood situation but only God knows for sure.   People must 

get out their makolo (dugout canoe) to cross the roads 

and fields to get in and out of their villages.   

 
 

I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my 

prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of 

your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 

being confident of this, that he who began a good work 

in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 

Jesus.       Philippians 1:3-6 

 

We thank God for YOU!  Your encouragement, financial      

support, prayers and love!!! 

                     

 

Please Pray for: 

• The children that they would make good 

decisions and that they would know and Love 

Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior 

• Sophia, one of our staff that you have been 

praying for.  Now she has a diagnosis of TB.  

• Safety and health in the village – for the children, 

staff, guards and even the dogs. 

• Us as we plan for our furlough to the USA the end 

of this year.  

• Safe travels as we pick up the children from their 

villages.   

• Our volunteers and their heart for GOD.   

• Our families, friends, support team, home team 

and prayer team and our home church and the 

SS classes that we attend and support us.   

• The conference that we will attend in Windhoek.  

Travel mercies. Pray our passport/work permit will 

be ready for pickup which we are there May 7-9!   


