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Furlough summary – it was hard to believe that we were 

reaching the end of our first field assignment. It proved to 

be a bittersweet time, leaving our family in Katima to visit 

our family in the US. We were blessed to participate in a 

mission’s mobilization conference in Lesotho Africa. After 

the conference we started a brief tour of the coast of 

South Africa ending with a safari in Kruger National Park. 

On to Atlanta for a little rest and relaxation (well, maybe 

on our next furlough in two years we will REALLY have 

some R&R). The first couple of weeks were focused on 

medical, dental, vision check-ups, administrative follow-

ups with the home office and meetings. Then we were 

off and running with visits to friends and family, and a 

variety of speaking engagements. We ended our 

furlough with a visit to Spain and enjoyed an amazing 

glance of religious history as well as some excellent food.   

    
 

End of school celebration – We returned to Zion on Dec 

2nd and on 7 December the COZV Mission School 

celebrated the end of school 2012.  It started with a 

march from the market to Council Chambers. Several 

parents joined the march as well. The event included 

performances by all grade levels of children, a speech 

by COZV mission school alumni – Dorothy, a speech by 

the traditional authority and a key note address by the 

Honorable Counselor for the Kabbe Constituency. The 

children were recognized for their accomplishments and 

top performers received awards. 

 
Zion outschoolers – performed well at their respective 

schools again this year. The top performers we 

recognized during our church service on 13 January 2013 

and received cash awards to encourage them and 

others to continue their efforts. The group included 

Dorothy, Naomi, Memory, Martin and Jacob.  (Yes, one is 

absent from the picture).   

 
 

School tour – early on the morning of 10 January we left Zion 

to meet the bus for our tour. Due to holidays and incomplete 

communication the bus was not ready so we spent a good 

deal of time hand carrying paperwork for signatures. After 

collecting all the children we headed out.  The sights we 

visited included Etosha National Park - a snake park and 

game drive, in Swakopmund - Dune 7, salt works, aquarium, 

Walvis Bay Harbor,  Cape Cross and a seal colony, 

Waterberg Plateau National Park, and the Hoba Meteorite 

in Grootfontein. Along the way we experienced a variety of 

terrain and wildlife. Special thanks to Ellen The Environment 

Education Officer at Ministry of Environment and Tourism for 

her efforts in securing government transportation and 

lodging at 2 locations –  this greatly reducing the cost of the 

tour. Ellen also helped to get tour guides at various locations 

as well as providing valuable information during the tour. 

 

 
  

Home visits for children – after a late return from school tour 

we started the process of taking children to visit relatives for 

the remainder of the holidays on 17 December. The 

outschoolers had been given money for transport and return 

to their villages while we were on tour. We started with the 

children on the local area then they next day drove to the 

western Caprivi, after getting the vehicles from the garage. 

We were blessed with a sunny day and no problems with the 

vehicles. However, the next day the Nissan bakkie was return 

to the garage. On 9 January we started the process of 

picking up the children from their home visits, praise God the 

trips were successful and uneventful (except for trying to 

locate children all day since some were not where we left 

them!). 
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The Boys Turn ONE!!! It is hard to believe that these twin boys 

that were SO TINY when we received them last year, are 

turning one year old!!!  They have certainly grown and 

continue to develop personalities and get cuter and cuter.  

Lorna is getting the opportunity to use her pediatric physical 

therapy skills on one of them and we pray he will catch up to 

his brother soon!   

 

 
 

Christmas at Zion – on 13 January we celebrated Christmas at 

Zion, actually closer to Epiphany than Christmas. Epiphany 

celebrates the arrival of the Wiseman bringing gifts for the 

Christ child who was the gift of love to the world. Thanks to 

everyone that contributed to make Christmas special for the 

children.  Santa was not feeling well that day but he made it 

through just in time to return to bed to rest.   

 

 
 

New Year’s celebration – the Musanga Seventh Day Adventist 

Church invited us to join them in celebrating the New Year. 

We were to come anytime; they would start Monday evening 

and continue through Tuesday evening. We arrived at 9 am 

on Tuesday, it was clear that the celebration had started the 

night before. There was a group of people that were starting 

to prepare the food for the afternoon meal. We took our turn 

stirring the HUGE pot of pap (mealie meal), we visited with 

people as they arrived, and we joined in the church service 

outside under the trees.  We were called to the front to sing 

with small groups in the local Solizi language, not English. After 

lunch we enjoyed dancing and fellowship and departed 

around 2pm – enough celebrating for us.   

 

 
 

Christmas gifts for indunas – COZV continued it Christmas 

tradition of providing gifts to the local induna (chiefs). 

There are 5 induna in our area. This year the delivering of 

gifts took 5 days (last year it was 1 day) because of issues 

with vehicles and lots of rain. After delivering the second 

gifts, the Nissan bakkie had a breakdown on Christmas 

Eve – no garages open. So Lorna and Travis hiked part 

way back to Zion perhaps 7km and walked the rest of 

the way while a member of our staff stayed with the 

vehicle and gifts. We got our old workhorse bakkie and 

towed our Nissan bakkie back to the garage in town. We 

returned to Zion but the next day the workhorse bakkie 

failed to start. During the Festive Season most business 

close from mid-December to mid-January. So we had to 

wait until the garage was open (luckily they opened on 6 

Jan) to have the problem investigated. During the wait 

we would walk to our Quantum parked about 5 km away 

because of our muddy road.   We park at a place with 

guards for the car and also where we can either walk 

back or call for the boat depending on the amount of 

shopping that was done. Some of the Christmas gifts 

became New Year’s gifts. We walked through the bush 

and swampy areas to deliver one set of gifts to a nearby 

Induna.  He was so grateful he gave us a handmade 

chair as a gift.  This man does excellent wood work and 

we were very blessed by his thoughtfulness and the gift.  

  

 
 

Traditional Family Celebration – the village nearest us 

invited us to join them for a traditional “coming out” 

celebration. They asked that we bring our camera along. 

We awoke to rain and were not sure the event would 

continue as schedule. We received a phone call to 

inform us they were waiting so we set out walking in the 

rain. All we knew is that there were 4 young ladies that 

would be coming out. They had been locked in receiving 

training on how to be a lady and how to submit to a man 

for several weeks. The event was very interesting and 

enjoyable in spite of the rain. We got excellent photos 

and video. We presented a DVD to the family and they 

agreed that we should come back and record the 

grandmother explaining everything we saw that day 

(since we did not understand most of the tradition).  It 

was a fun day!!! 
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tlc Updates continued 
Challenges: Road – due to a detour one section, the road 

continues to cause significant problems. A work team of 

teachers, parents, children and people from the community 

filled and placed sandbags to try to help the situation as a 

temporary solution. Requests have been submitted to the 

Regional Council since there are now children of several 

council members attending our school.  Improvements to the 

road will also save our vehicles.  What a blessing that the 

parents came together to help for a temporary solution!!   

 

 
 

Rising river – the rains in the Katima area started early. The 

rains in Angola and the Congo continue and are the major 

contributors to our rising river. Currently the river is rising at a 

very fast rate (20 cm per day) and is predicted to reach flood 

levels by February and continue to rise an additional meter. If 

the predictions are correct we will likely be relocating the 

village to higher grounds.  This means all of the children and 

the school.  It also means men will stay to guard/protect the 

property.  Women will leave with the children to camp in now, 

an unknown place.   

 

 
 

Vehicles – our vehicles continue to be a primary source of 

frustration. All of the vehicles have been in the garage for 

repair/service over the last month, often at the same time. It is 

a good thing that we like to walk… We continue to look for 

new vehicles options, such as a large capacity passenger 

vehicle or an additional 12-20 passenger vehicle, or …  Only 

God knows the answers to all of our questions.  We thank Him 

that He knows and we look forward to all of the possibilities. 

 

Blessings: Michael and Marianne – our guardian angels in 

Katima, on the day they returned from holiday, Michael 

decided to give is a call to say hello. He called Lorna first only 

to learn that she just had a breakdown in the Quantum (12 

passenger vehicle) while returning from registering 13 children 

at Simaata. He then calls Travis and learns that he just had a 

breakdown in the Nissan bakkie just before arriving at Sanjo to 

register 9 children for school. Ed’s worker towed Lorna to the 

garage then dropped at Ministry of Nature so that the boat 

could take them back to Zion. The same worker came to 

Travis and did a temporary repair and we drove back to the 

garage. Michael and Marianne brought their bakkie for us to 

use for a week, what a blessing as we still needed to transport 

the same children just 2 days later and continue to do all the 

business of Zion. 

Ed – and Zambezi Auto Center have long provided assistance 

to COZV. Ed, Mike or one of the staff have always come to 

our aid when we are broken down away for Zion and Katima.  

Ed also loaned us his bakkie during the period when all our 

vehicles were in the garage. 

Going back to school – there are currently 25 students 

(learners) attending government schools (our kids – 

grade 8-12). The process proved very challenging this 

year – we are sure it was the same last year but without 

the vehicle issues (see more about car problems in 

Blessings section) we all ended up stranded. The children 

and parents have to present for registration and 

payment of fees. Then two days later children have to 

return to school when the hostels open. If you have 1 or 2 

children this may not be a concern. But when you have 

25 children there are challenges. This year we had 3 

children seeking a transfer and 2 that will be pursuing 

alternative education arrangements.  Somehow, 

someway, God willing and praised, all was accomplished 

even though it should have taken a few hours, we were 

gone ALL day!!!!  Even the boat provided a safe transport 

since the road could not be traveled by car due to the 

rain and mud.  

 

 
 

COZV Mission School has a very good reputation in the 

community to the extent that our enrollment has grown 

to 77 students, 21 from COZV and 56 from the 

community. Last year there were 21 from the community 

and now 56!!!  All of the growth is by word of mouth, not 

advertising. The Praise goes to GOD.  While the growth is 

a blessing it is not without its challenges to include having 

sufficient teachers, facilities, and transportation. We will 

have to manage expectations of parents and manage 

growth of the school. Due to continued issues with the 

road and our vehicles, COZV transport services were 

ended after one week of school, but majority of children 

are still coming. We lost one teacher after the holiday but 

are blessed with a new teacher just before school 

started.  We broke down the COZV playground since 

most was falling apart and became a danger zone and 

are using the parts to build 2 shelters so the children 

coming in for school can have a place to eat and sit 

especially when it is hot or raining.  This project is still 

underway 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tlc Updates continued 
God is always faithful even in our challenges.  We sing of His praises and give Him the Glory!  This is His ministry and 

His fruit.  We thank Him for You and your partnership with Him in the ministry in Namibia where we have been 

called.  We cannot be here without YOU!!!  Thank you for your prayers, encouragement and financial support.   

 

If you would like to donate to us on behalf of God’s mission in Namibia, please use one of the following links: 

 
Credit Card Donation 

 

Checking Account Donation 

 

Donation Form (PDF) 

 

TAX DEDUCTABLE CHECKS can be mailed to: 

The Mission Society 

6234 Crooked Creek Road 

Norcross, GA 30093 USA 

Toll Free Phone: 1.800.478.9863 

Phone: 1.770.446.1381 

 

Please be sure to indicate Curry Support in the memo field. 

 

If you are having errors viewing any of the above pages, visit http://www.themissionsociety.org/people/Curry 

Thank you and God Bless you!    

Because of HIM  

Travis and Lorna Curry (TLC) 

 

You are our letter, and you are in our hearts for everyone to read and understand.  You are like a letter written by 

Christ and delivered by us.  But you are not written with pen and ink or on tablets made of stone.  You are written in 

our hearts by the Spirit of the living God.  2 Corinthians 3:2-3 

 

 
 

 


